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The Iberian Railway History Association (ASIHF) will organise the Ninth 
Railway History Conference between 25 and 27 October 2023 in Mataró. The 
selection of Mataró as venue for the Conference is due to the fact that in 28 
October 2023 it will be celebrated the 175 th anniversary of the inauguration of 
the first railway of the Iberian Peninsula between Barcelona and Mataró. The 
Ninth Railway History Conference aims to continue the development of the 
historical knowledge about railways, although, given the aforementioned 
anniversary, a special attention will be given to the case of the Catalonia, in 
order to promote its railway historiography.  
ASIHF invites the academic and research communities to submit proposals 
about the following themes: 

SESSION I. STUDIES ABOUT RAILWAY HISTORY IN CATALONIA: 
LEARNING FROM THE PAST TO PREPARE THE FUTURE. 
Alfonso Herranz y Jordi Martí (Coordinators) 

There is a long tradition of studies on the history of railways in Catalonia, in 
which Pere Pascual’s exhaustive analysis of the period prior to the civil War 
stand out in a very special way. Building on that tradition, this session will 
present and discuss some recent contributions on the topic, emphasizing new 
questions and problems raised in the last years. We start from the finding that, 
in the Spanish context, the history of the railway in Catalonia had characteristics 
of its own. Due to the presence of a powerful industry and the abundance of 
capital, Catalonia stemmed from early times with a large number of local 
companies, although most of them operated short stretches of track. 
Consequently, there were numerous actors involved, who were often the 
protagonists of tensions that have translated into dysfunctions in the network 
that are still maintained. In a second phase, the existing companies were 
integrated into larger state-owned companies, North and MZA, which inherited 
their assets together with their respective implementation strategies in the 



territory and in the cities. As a result of this trajectory, much of the current layout 
of the network and the location of the stations comes from the mid-nineteenth 
century, and it is necessary to reflect on its adaptability to the needs of the 21st 
century. 

 
SESSION II. THE AGE OF PUBLIC OPERATION OF RAILWAYS: AN 
INTERNATIONAL ASSESSMENT. 
Miguel Muñoz y Pedro Pablo Ortúñez (Coordinators) 
 
The convulsive period between the wars initiated, on an international scale, a 
process of creating public railway companies to carry out railway operations. 
Despite all the changes that have taken place throughout this last century, this 
situation has remained. This session aims to carry out an evaluation of the 
contribution of public railway companies to the societies and economies of 
those countries that have known this experience. It is intended to study, in the 
first place, the causes behind these changes, that is, the nationalizations. 
Secondly, it is called to address the history of these public companies: their 
organization, productive resources, productive activity, etc. And, finally, it is 
proposed to establish a comparative framework with the private stage in order 
to discuss the scope of its contribution. 
 
SESSION III. CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF RAILWAYS AS AN 
INFRASTRUCTURE IN LATIN AMERICA: TERRITORIAL IMPACT AND 
CONFIGURATION OF URBAN SPACES. 
Ana Cardoso de Matos, Guillermo Guajardo y Javier Vidal (Coordinators) 
 
The implementation of the railway system has traditionally been analysed as a 
transport infrastructure with long-term impacts. In the case of Latin America, the 
session seeks to gather and share research that, while focusing on the 
construction and deployment of networks, does so in relation to the territorial 
and regional spaces in which they are inserted. Within these, the system that 
has been configured historically has stimulated the creation of railway junctions 
that have reorganized the territory. Consequently, the regional economies in the 
various countries have undergone transformations of a diverse nature. The 
session wants to highlight these changes and the demographic reorganization 
that the railway brought with it, influencing the stimulus for urbanization and the 
configuration of new logistics spaces. 

 
SESSION IV. RAILWAY HISTORY-URBAN HISTORY. 
Luis Santos y Ganges y Doralice Sátyro Maia (Coordinators) 
 
The session proposes to work on several items related to the connection 
between railway history and urban history, with the historical relationship 
between urban systems and railway networks, with the history of tram systems, 
with the effects induced by the railway in urban spaces, with the urban 
requirements for railway operation in cities, with railway industrial heritage 
(which is also urban heritage) and with all those issues of railway history related 
to the city and the urban in a broad sense, from stations to level crossings . 
 
 



SESSION V. RAILWAYS AND SOCIAL ISSUES. 
Antonio Plaza Plaza (Coordinator) 
 
This session welcomes proposals related to working conditions, demands, 
social conflicts, the labor movement, etc. Taking into account that most of the 
studies on railways deal with details related to the economic aspect, it would be 
advisable that one of the sections be devoted to the study of human aspects. 
 
SESSION VI. GENERAL SESSION. 
José Luis Hernández Marco (Coordinator) 
 
This session includes all those communication proposals that address issues 
which are not covered in the previous sessions. The Scientific Committee will 
have the ability to organize this session according to the topics that are 
presented to it. 

* * * 

 
 

Proposals should be under 300 words and must include the name and 
academic/professional affiliation of its authors. Proposals must also mention the 
session in which they wish to be included. They should be sent to the 
organisation email address (9congresoHF@asihf.org) before 30 November 
2022. The Scientific Committee will evaluate the proposals and communicate 
their acceptance before 30 December 2022. The full texts must be sent to the 
organisation before 31 May 2023. The registration fee is 75 euros. Associates 
of ASIHF and unemployed researchers are exempt of the registration fee. In 
due time, the organisation of the Conference will share aditional details about 
the event. 

 

 


